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Idol Worship (cont.)
their musical interests. Billy
Idol was a favorite of many
punk/new wave enthusiasts
while certain members of
Def Leppard and Van Halen
rated among heavy metal
fans, and new solo artist
Corey Hart began his own
dedicated following.
Television actors and soap
opera stars also rated among
many freshmen. Jack Wag-
ner, otherwise known as
Frisco on General Hospital
and John Stamos seemed to
be the most popular.
The truly dedicated fan
would obtain as much infor-
mation on his or her favorite
as possible. Freshmen found
many teen magazines, per-
sonal profiles, and full-page
color pinups of their heroes.
Any "true fan" memorized
any sort of information pos-
sible, such as: eye color,
height, birthday, etc. . . .
Occasionally fans would
write to their favorite fan
club where they could ob-
tain even more facts and up-
to-the-minute information
along with various sorts of
paraphernalia. The assort-
ment of articles bearing the
name or logo of any particu-
lar person or group seemed
endless. Calendars, buttons,
key chains, and posters were
some of the most common
objects. Fans found these
items in record shops, news-
stands, or by mail order.
Although outnumbered
by the females in idolizing
the stars, freshman guys also
chose favorites. Usually
their devotions were mild
compared to the girls' and
not as obsessive. Greg Snow-
den, "I'm not one to idolize
stars but I do like Madonna.
She's excellent."
"I may not know her mid-
dle name and where she was
born," said Britt Pogue, "but
I do have quite a few pic-
tures of Christie Brinkley up
in my locker."
In many cases, the fresh-
men guys did not re^ct posi-
tively to the girls' obsessions
with stars.
"I can't stand it when I
have to listen to these two
girls that sit behind me in
third period go on and on
about some guy on General
Hospital," said one anony-
mous freshman.
But both the girls and guys
shared the ultimate dream
of every fan, to one day actu-
ally meet his or her favorite.
For a musician's fans, they
were in luck for often solo
artists and groups came to
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